thought  compatible   with  an   ideal   of   political equality.    Jovian and Valentinian maintained the policy of Julian's predecessors.   An ancient writer has said that the pagans regained the lost ground under Valentinian ;  we   may follow  Ammianus, who says that ' he remained neutral amidst the religious  differences.'      But   with  the  death  of Valentinian  quite  a   new era began,  an   era  in which the supreme power is in the hands of boys and youths, and the Western  Church at length receives the man who can turn the situation to account.     The year  before Gratian,  a religious youth   of   sixteen,    mounted    the   throne,   St. Ambrose passed from the bar and the service of the state to the see of Milan, where the Christian court generally resided.    Gratian appointed Theodosius, a fervent Christian,  to   the  empire of the East, and there  the  task of destroying the  old  religion  proceeded with vigour.     The West was ruled by Gratian (a boy of sixteen) and   Valentinian    n.    (an   infant    of   four    or five).